July 1, 2015
Mr. Mark Rysavy
Village of Bensenville
717 East Jefferson Street
Bensenville, Illinois 60106

RE:

Pre-Demolition Asbestos Survey
131 South Mason Street, Bensenville, Illinois
True North Project # T115324

Dear Mr. Rysavy:
True North Consultants, Inc. was contracted by the Village of Bensenville (Client) to conduct a
pre-demolition asbestos survey of the single-family residential structure located at 131 South
Mason Street in Bensenville, Illinois (Site). Survey activities were performed by an Illinois
Department of Public Health (IDPH) licensed Asbestos Building Inspector (Roy W Bass Jr.
IDPH #100-19144) on June 23, 2015. The purpose of the survey was to determine the presence,
location and quantity of asbestos-containing materials at the Site prior to planned demolition
activities.
Prior to sample collection, the inspector conducted a cursory visual inspection of the structure
to identify the various homogeneous groups of material that were present. Homogeneous groups
(HG) are defined as materials that are uniform in texture, color, and appear to have been
installed at the same time. A sampling plan was then developed based upon the identified
homogeneous groups. Sampling was conducted in accordance with the requirements of the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air
Pollutants (NESHAPS) and the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)
Asbestos Standard for the Construction Industry (29 CFR 1926.1101). Samples of each
homogeneous group were collected on a random basis within the building in order to obtain an
overall representation of asbestos content.
Representative samples of suspect asbestos-containing material (SACM) were obtained by
removing a small amount of the material and placing it in a leak-tight container. Prior to
sampling, the material was wetted to reduce the possibility of fiber release. Samples of
surfacing material (SM), miscellaneous materials (MISC) and/or thermal system insulation
(TSI) were taken randomly while attempting to sample damaged areas so as to minimize
additional disturbance. The location, description, and quantity of the sampled materials were
recorded for future reference.
A total of thirty-two (32) bulk samples (including layers) were collected during the survey. Bulk
samples were submitted to a National Voluntary Laboratory Accreditation Program (NVLAP)

accredited laboratory for analysis (CEI Labs NVLAP # 101768-0). Samples were analyzed for
asbestos content in accordance with the procedures for Polarized Light Microscopy (PLM) with
dispersion staining, contained in EPA’s “Method for the Determination of Asbestos in Bulk
Building Materials, “EPA/600/R-93/116 July, 1993”. Results of sample analysis were reported
as a percent composition. The following is a summary of analytical results for sampled
materials:

Material Description
12”x12” Floor
Tile/Mastic – Off White
(Non-Friable)
Sheet Flooring - White
Stone Pattern
(Non-Friable)
12”x12” Floor Tile/Mastic –
Wood Parquet Pattern
(Non-Friable)
12”x12” Floor Tile/Mastic
Tan w/ White Strips
(Non-Friable)
Drywall & Joint Compound
(Friable)
Floor Tile/Mastic –
Orange
(Non-Friable)
Floor Tile/Mastic – White
(Non-Friable)
12”x12” Floor Tile/Mastic –
Off White w/Blue Lines
(Non Friable)
Felt Paper – Black
(Friable)

Sample
Number(s
)
1,2

3,4

5,6

Location(s)
Located on the basement floor
including the bathroom, laundry
room and closet. Asbestos was
detected in the floor tile only.
Located on the basement stairs and top
layer of flooring in the enclosed back
patio.
Located on the top layer of flooring on
the kitchen floor and at the top of the
stairs.

Estimated
Quantity

Asbestos
Content

950 Square
Feet

10%
Chrysotile

250 Square
Feet

None
Detected

200 Square
Feet

None
Detected

7,8

Located on the top layer of flooring in
the main bathroom off the bedrooms.

50 Square
Feet

None
Detected

9,10

Located on the walls and ceiling of the
entire house.

> 1,000
Square Feet

>1%
Chrysotile

Located on the bottom layer of
flooring in the enclosed patio.

180 Square
Feet

10%
Chrysotile

180 Square
Feet

2%
Chrysotile

260 Square
Feet

None
Detected

1,700
Square Feet
4 Doors
14 Windows

None
Detected
None
Detected

2,600
Square Feet

None
Detected

11,12

13,14

15,16
17,18

Window & Door Caulk

19,20

Roofing Shingles

21,22

Located on the middle layer of
flooring in the enclosed patio.
Asbestos was detected in the floor
tile only.
Located on the bottom layer of flooring
in the main bathroom, kitchen and at
the top of the stairs.
Located under the wood floor
throughout the house.
Located on the outside edges of the
windows and doors
Located on the roof of the house and
attached and detached garage.

The EPA defines asbestos-containing materials as those materials that contain greater than 1%
asbestos. Based upon the results of analysis, asbestos-containing materials were
identified at the Site.
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Asbestos-containing materials are regulated by various federal, state and local agencies
including the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA), Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) and Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH). The scope of
regulatory requirements for asbestos-containing materials is based upon the material’s
friability classification. Friability is defined as the ability of a material to become crumbled,
pulverized, or reduced to powder by hand-pressure. Friable materials such as pipe insulation
and spray-on fireproofing ten to become airborne more readily that non-friable materials when
disturbed and therefore typically represent a greater “hazard” potential and require removal
prior to demolition activities that would result in their disturbance. Non-friable materials such
as floor tile, adhesive and roofing material typically do not become airborne as readily as friable
materials and do not always require removal prior to demolition activities assuming that the
material is not rendered friable and additional regulatory criteria are met.
It should be noted that trace amounts of asbestos (<1%) were detected within the drywall and
joint compound when analyzed as a composite sample (2% within the drywall joint compound
only). The EPA considers drywall joint compound to be an integral part of the wall system and
therefore allows for composite sample analysis in determining the material’s regulatory
classification. In that the concentrations of asbestos within the drywall and joint compound were
determined to be below the regulatory threshold of 1% when analyzed as a composite sample,
the material does not meet the regulatory definition of an “asbestos-containing material” and is
therefore not regulated by the EPA. However, the OSHA Asbestos Standard for the
Construction Industry (29CFR 1926.1101) regulates the handling and disposal of drywall joint
compound that contains asbestos at concentrations greater than 1% when identified in any
single layer of a multi-layered system. As a result, any work activities that may require the
disturbance and/or removal of asbestos-containing drywall joint compound should be performed
by appropriately trained personnel in accordance with 29 CFR 1926.1101.
If work activities are to be performed that would likely result in the contact or disturbance of
friable and/or non-friable asbestos-containing materials, abatement of these materials should
be performed by appropriately trained and/or licensed personnel in accordance with the work
practices outlined with applicable OSHA, EPA and IDPH regulations. In addition, it should be
noted that the EPA requires a 10 day working notification prior to demolition activities
regardless of the presence or absence or absence of asbestos-containing materials.
Enclosed with this letter are copies of analytical results. If you have any questions regarding
this report, or if we can be of further assistance, please contact us at your convenience.
Sincerely,

TRUE NORTH CONSULTANTS

Michael D. Brennan
Senior Project Manager
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